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Armies. The former was to endeavour by a series
of successive efforts to push forward towards the
North across the massif of Moronvillers. The
latter was to try to advance towards the N.E. after
first seizing all the heights of Brimont Spin and
Sapegneuil. The battle, of which the object was
to break through the enemy's lines, gradually
assumed the character of a battle of long duration
with the object of using up the enemy's troops.
This process developed rapidly in the enemy's ranks.
On the ist April the enemy had on the Western
Front 50 fresh divisions in reserve, i.e. a third of his
total forces on that front. By the end of April all
these reserves had been absorbed. He was com-
pelled to draw upon quiet sectors of the front to
maintain the fight. At first the divisions with-
drawn from the front lines could have some days5
rest before returning to their sectors. Soon this
was no longer possible. The process of exhaustion
quickened at a rate impossible to believe. The
remnants of the troops brought back from the front
line were thrown directly into quiet sectors such
as the Argonne or the heights of the Marne. It is
thus that the second division of the Guards, which
had been cut up at Harazoe from the 5th to the
16th May, as well as the 28th Division, are identi-
fied on the 25th at the hill of the Talon.

The only rest these divisions enjoyed was the time
occupied in moving from one place to another.

On the English Front the same results were
observed."

It all sounds very much like the official explanation
for the failure of Passchendaele. There was no break
through, but part of a desirable ridge was captured